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News Highlights! 

Hillsborough ARES/RACES Training and Information Net 
each Thursday at 7:30 pm  
Hillsborough County ARES/RACES provides emergency communi-
cations in the Tampa Bay area during a critical event. Please join 
us for our weekly Hillsborough ARES/RACES Information and 
Training Net on Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm on the N1CDO re-
peater in Tampa. Receive: 440.100 MHz, Transmit: 445.100 MHz, 
+5 MHz offset, PL tone 162.2. We feature info on ARES activities 
and upcoming EdVantage training classes. All check-ins are wel-
come! 

Spring Edition March—May 2024 

The antenna is published Quarterly 
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Dayton/Xenia Hamvention 

 By Janet Watts. 

Once again Ken WA4NSV and I packed up the car and headed to the Dayton Hamvention. We stopped in Thomas-
ville GA and stayed a few days with his long time friend Ralph WA2OGN and his wife Cheryl. They took us to the Tal-
lahassee Automobile Museum, which not only had all kinds of really cool old cars (including a TV Batmobile), but also 
motorcycles (one used in a Batman movie), old farm equipment, toys, knives, stamps, coins, etc. 

We got to our hotel in Ohio and heard the weather report – rain on Friday morning. We 
were wondering if that would mean a smaller crowd, but no, the fairgrounds were 
packed, everyone was inside the buildings and not at the flea market. We made the 
rounds to see all the new equipment – big companies, little companies, - you name it – it 
was there. Then we stood in a short line to get free Yaesu hats. We went to a forum on 
tornado forecasting led by two meteorologists and a SkyWarn ham. 

 

On Saturday we went to a forum about Ham Nation and YouTube. It seems like there is 
a lot of interest in this among hams of all ages. We also went to ARISS : Celebrating 40 
years of amateur radio on human spaceflight missions. This was the day we met up with 
three other members of BARS – Bill N4NOA, Dave N4DLW, and Dick AA5NT. Dick’s 
son-in-law Brian was there to take our group picture at the Dayton Hamvention banner. 
We roamed around the exhibits some more and ventured a bit to the outside tables 

since that area had a lot of grass, but not in the track. Despite some mud, the track was full of tables and canopies, 
but we weren’t looking for anything in particular, so we skipped it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday had a much smaller crowd, so you could talk to the vend-
ers about your rig, any problems you’re having, and ask questions 
about their products. It’s a more relaxed day. Then everyone waits 
to see if they’ve won any prizes. Unfortunately, no one from our 
club won anything but we still had fun and it was exciting to see so 
many people interested in ham radio. They estimated that over 
30,000 attended. 
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We took our time going home. We spent Monday at Carillon Park in Dayton, a museum of historic buildings moved to the 
park and Tuesday morning we went to the Ark Encounter in Kentucky. We got home on Thursday and immediately went to 
pick up our dog – Ken missed her the whole time! 

Our recommendation is that if you get the chance, go to Dayton! 

Janet KB4PUM 
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BARS Summer Field Day 2024 

Here's the latest update for the 2024 ARRL Summer Field Day. We have confirmed the location will be 
Davis Park on 612  N. Parson Ave in Brandon. This is the same location used in 2019  for Field Day. 

 We will have Pavilion #4  reserved for use and also for the planned cookout. Also we have Pavilion #5 
available which has bathrooms for use.  

There are a number of BARS members that are setting up and operating radio stations so please come 
out to support them by getting on the air, enjoying the planned cookout or operating from home.  

We have the following operators signed up to operate in Davis Park: 

  Rodney Clark  KC4MMR     GOTA Station 

 Fred Hendershot   N3BUL     

 Bill Johnson   N4NOA            HF/CW 

 Richard Jones  KW4MB      GOTA 

 Dave Welty  N4DLW     Station unknown, (possible floater) 

 Ken and Janet Watts   WA4NSV/KB4PUM  HF Station 

 Wayne Thorn KM4VRZ and Danny Phillips - KQ4NCJ    10 Meter station 

Hopefully others will come out and set up their rigs or offer to support the various stations. If you have 
radio equipment and antennas and are looking for help in testing them out in the field this would be a 
great time to do this.  

 We are also advertising this event to the public and the Brandon/Valrico Osprey will send a reporter out 
to do a write-up about Field Day. 

 For the cookout 12 pm, BARS will be providing the main dishes and we are looking for members to 
bring side dishes if possible. The menu will be similar to last year with the following:  

 Hamburgers with Buns 

 Hot Dogs with Buns 

 Condiments 

 Pulled BBQ Pork, Pulled BBQ chicken, Pulled BBQ beef 

 BBQ baked beans 

 bottled water and sodas 
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We are looking for side dishes such as: Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, chips, and desserts. 

 So come on out and meet your fellow members. Further updates will be provided by email and at the 
June BARS meeting on 18 June 2024. 

 73, Jim Stocks, KK4CWO 

Davis Park Field Day, June 2019 

The last Field Day held at Davis  Park was pre-COVID on 22 June 2019. Here are some of the high-
lights from that day. 
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BARS Repeater move 

The repeater move went well and the repeater is now on the air  

I would like to thank everyone for their help, it was GREATLY APPRECIATED!!!! 

Ron (K4FZU), Dave (N4DLW) Mike (KF4CIG) and myself removed the equipment 

from the County site on Tuesday May 08, 2024.  

Some of the equipment will not be used at the temporary site and will be stored  

at my place for use in the future.   

The repeater was installed this morning at the BCI communications office near  

the intersection of highway 301 and MLK this morning. It is working as I am  

writing this note. The signal will be weaker to folks in the eastern part of  

Brandon but the folks on the west end will see good signals.  

A special thanks to John (K0LUX) for the use of his office as a temporary site.  

This is one of the many times that John has stepped in to help the BARS club.  

He has been a staunch supporter for several decades.  

I would also like to thank Tim, who works at BCI, for his help in this  

project. He was a great help in scheduling the move and was there  

during the installation to provide guidance and support.  

 

Tony Stone 

W4TAS 
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VE Testing 

 Karen Jacoby  

During the months of February through May we had a total of 19 candidates  take and pass testing 
for their license. The new Extra license pool of questions will become effective July 1, 2024. 

 

 New BARS members: During the last quarter BARS welcomed in the following new members: 

Al Bowers (KR4H)  

Mike Sweeney (KQ4RUD)  

Roger Smith (KQ4PJD)  

 

Brandon July 4th Parade 

Fred Hendershot will be sending out email out asking for volunteers. Jim Moorehead (WF4AC) is 
developing the July 4th Parade Communications Plan. We will be testing a temporary repeater as 
a solution. If this does not work, we will be using Jim’s mobile 2m radio, hand-held radios, and sim-
plex communications. All volunteers will be asked to meet and test their hand-held radios soon. 
The area at Woodview Drive and Lumsden Road will be the test site. Also new t-shirts will be or-
dered for this years parade. Please contact Jim Moorehead  (WF4AC) with your shirt size. 
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Antenna disassembly  

30 March 2024 

 A antenna disassembly party was while at Jim Smith (K4PPK)home on 30 March 2024. The mounted 
UHF and VHF antennas were removed along with the HF antenna by Allen Boatman. Tower was disas-
sembled by Allen using a climbing rig and a gin-pole which made the removal of the elements possible. 
The tower and HF antenna went with Allen Boatman after removal. Allen also participated in the original 
installation of this tower 20 years earlier. 

 Attending were: 

Jim Stocks KK4CWO 

Jim Smith K4PPK 

Jim Moorehead  WF4AC 

Donny Tomlinson  KI4DT 

Rod Clark  KC4MMR 

Allen Boatman  W4TJW,  Eventual owner of the removed antenna 
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Antenna disassembly  - cont. 

During the takedown of this antenna we had a knowledgeable  group of antenna experts overseeing the 
operations. Of course in the name of safety supervision was done in the relaxed position. 
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Thursday Bagels 
Come ONE, Come ALL! 

We have reactivated the BARS THURSDAY 
MORNING BAGELS event on Thursdays at 9:00 
am! We're meeting at the same location as in the 
past:  

Einstein Brothers Bagels 

660 West 
Brandon Blvd 

(North East 
Corner of 
Kings and 60) 

JOIN US! 

 

BARS Social Events 

BARS members also get together each 
Saturday  at 8an at the Recipe Box  on 
Bloomingdale Rd in Brandon. 
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President’s Desk—The final word 

I’d first like to say thank you to everyone who continues to support this great organization.  
That comes in many forms, such as paying the membership dues, volunteering your time, 
stepping up to coordinate events, etc.  BARS would not be the same without you, in fact, 
BARS would not exist without you!  So, thank you.  

Along with that, Field Day 2024 is almost upon us, and right after that is the July 4th pa-
rade.  Both of these events are important to the organization as they both involve showcas-
ing to the public who we are, what we do, and how Amateur Radio can support the com-
munity.  If you can volunteer for either of these events, please contact their respective co-
ordinators. 

By now, everyone has probably heard about the ARRL’s CyberSecurity incident.    I have 
not seen a definite cause of the incident, but most of these types of incidents are related to 
easy passwords or email phishing campaigns.  Please be extra vigilant with your pass-
words, use a password keeper like KeeperSecurity or Keepass (there are others out there) 
and randomize your online passwords.  You only need to remember one password, and 
that is to unlock your keeper vault, and make that a decently strong password too.  All of 
your other online passwords can be completely randomized and stored securely.  Do not 
give your passwords out to anyone, and be really careful about clicking links in emails.  
Just my two cents.  

73, 

Steve, NS4M 

 

 

 


