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ARES/RACES Training 

Hillsborough ARES/RACES Training and Information Net each Thurs-
day at 7:30 pm  

Hillsborough County ARES/RACES provides emergency communications 

in the Tampa Bay area during a critical event. Please join us for our week-

ly Hillsborough ARES/RACES Information and Training Net on Thursday 

evenings at 7:30 pm on the N1CDO repeater in Tampa. Receive: 440.100 

MHz, Transmit: 445.100 MHz, +5 MHz offset, PL tone 162.2. We feature 

info on ARES activities and upcoming EdVantage training classes. All 

check-ins are welcome! 

 

Year End Edition December 2025 

The antenna is published Quarterly 
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Amateur Radio Extra Class Licensing Course 

A free, weekly, live, Amateur Radio Extra Class Licensing course on Zoom will begin on Thursday, January 15, 2026, and 

will run through Thursday, March 26.  There will be 11 sessions.  The three-hour sessions will start at 6:30 PM Eastern 

Time and will also be recorded.  These are the classes that we have been holding for years sponsored by the Amateur 

Radio Club of the National Electronics Museum. 

 Note:  Attendees should hold (or be studying for) the General Class Amateur Radio License. 

 Those wishing to sign up should email roland.anders@comcast.net 

Paul A. Passman, WB0BBC 

 

We're Invited - Winter Field Day 2026 — Chili, Cornbread & On-Air Fun!  

Karen E Jacobi  -  K4KZF 

Hello BARS Members, 

We've been invited to Winter Field Day 2026 — one of the most enjoyable on-air events of the year out of the Florida heat 

hosted by Richard Jones - KW4MB! Whether you’re newly licensed or a long-time operator, this is a perfect opportunity to 

connect, learn, and have fun on the air with fellow BARS members. 

  Date: Saturday, January 24, 2026 

  Arrive: Anytime after 9:00 AM for fellowship 

  On-Air Begins: 11:00 AM 

  Lunch: Richard’s famous chili and cornbread served at noon — a Winter Field Day tradition! 

Please bring your own non-alcoholic beverages for the day.  Feel free to bring a side dish or dessert to share if you’d like, 

but come either way — there’s always plenty to go around. Richard will have the radio station ready to go, so no need to 

bring your own gear. 

  Location: 4721 Lighterwood Way, Valrico, off  Bell Shoals road near the Mormon Church 

It’s a relaxed day of good food, good company, and great radio. We’d especially love to see our newer members join in — 

it’s a perfect chance to get on the air with support from experienced Elmers. 

If you have any questions, reach out to Richard Jones - KW4MB  (rjones17@verizon.net) directly, or contact Karen - 

K4KZF and I’ll pass them along. 

 

BARS Field day Results 2025 

By Jim Smith  K4PPK 

The December issue of QST has the results of the 2025 Field Day event. It is so poorly organized that I was having a dif-

ficult time finding anything.  So I resorted the data and have attached it to this email in case you are having the same 

problem. I selected only the West Central Florida section and then made the primary sort on "Club Name" and a second-

ary sort on "Final Score".  It now is something that I can understand. 
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BARS Club Activities 

On 27 September members of BARS was invited to help Tony Stone W4TAS celebrate his 80th birthday. To-

ny's daughter set him up with a nice surprise and he was totally off-guard when it happened. This special event 

happened at the Shrimp Boat restaurant and was attended by about 38 family, friends and BARS members.  

 There was one special surprise for Tony with his daughter having a Belly Dancer perform for the event. It was 

something of a surprise but that went off without a hitch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BARS Breakfast Bagel Thursday!   Janet Watts  KB4PUM 

You never know who will show up at the BARS bagel bash. Rod KC4MMR and Jim WF4AC brought their QRP 

rigs for “show and tell “.  Even Jim K4PPK came over for a visit! 

Come join us Thursdays 9:00 - 10:30 at Einstein Brothers Bagels on Hwy 60 and Kings Ave. 
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Dick Capell KJ6FNV Silent Key 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dick was born in Massena, New York on June 28, 1942. At the suggestion of his wife Carol, Dick took up Ham 
Radio as a hobby fourteen years ago. With Dick’s background in radar technology with the Air Force, it was a 
good match. He quickly earned his Technician license and later his General. He always preferred to listen ra-
ther than transmit. Dick served on the BARS Board of Directors for several years and was always a strong sup-
porter of BARS. 
 
Before entering Ham Radio, Dick lived the retired life for 11 years. Prior to that, he served in the Air Force for 
20 years with a few short stints in the National Guard. He was stationed in Malmstrom Air Force Base in Mon-
tana, Montauk Air Force Station in Long Island NY, and also in Alaska. He served one year in Vietnam and re-
tired from the Air Force with 5 stripes as a Technical Sergeant. 
He met his wife Carol while living in Montana. They had two sons, Harvey and Alan. Dick suffered some health 
challenges during the last year of his life. For the past several months, his son Harvey helped to take care of 
Dick at home. Under the care of Hospice, Dick passed away peacefully while asleep early on Wednesday 
morning, November 19, 2025. He was 83 years old. 
 
Sympathy cards can be sent to: 
 
Carol Capell and Family 
2704 John Moore Road 
Brandon, FL 33511 
 

Silent Key 

Ray Negron   - WA6KDW passed away while on vacation, a Celebration of Life  was held on  

Saturday  November 15th, 2025 at 3:00 PM, 2808 Park Meadows Dr. Valrico, FL  33594 
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Ham Technical Notes: Paul Passman, WB0BBC 

A metal roof can interfere with a ham radio UHF/VHF antenna 
 
A metal roof can interfere with a ham radio UHF/VHF antenna, depending on how and where it’s mounted. Here’s a 
breakdown of the effects and best practices: 

 
 Why Metal Roofs Interfere 
Signal Reflection & Absorption 

Metal surfaces reflect and absorb radio waves. If the antenna is too close to the roof, it can cause: 
Signal distortion or cancellation (standing waves) 
Reduced effective range 
Pattern skewing (uneven coverage) 

Ground Plane Effects 
For vertical antennas (like a ¼-wave whip), the roof can act as a ground plane, which is good only if the 

antenna is designed for it and mounted correctly. 
If it’s not properly isolated or spaced, it can detune the antenna — changing the SWR and lowering effi-

ciency. 
Shielding Inside Buildings 

If the antenna is under the metal roof (e.g., in an attic), the signal will be heavily attenuated or even blocked, espe-
cially at UHF frequencies.  

 
 
   Best Practices 
  
Mount the Antenna Above the Roof Line 

Use a mast or tripod to raise it at least 3–6 feet above the metal surface. 
This gives a clear line of sight and minimizes reflections. 

Use Proper Grounding & Feedline 
Ground the antenna base and coax shield correctly to reduce noise and static. 
Use low-loss coax (like LMR-400 or RG-8) for VHF/UHF, especially with longer runs. 

Avoid Mounting Directly on Metal (unless intentional) 
If you’re using a mag-mount antenna, the roof acts as a great ground plane, but it must be on 

top of the metal, not under it. 
Check with an SWR Meter 

Always check and fine-tune your antenna system after installation — even small spacing changes can 
affect performance near metal. 

 
   In Short 
 

Setup Effect Recommendation 

Antenna below metal roof Severe signal blockage Avoid 

Antenna flush with metal roof Possible detuning Elevate antenna 

Antenna on mast above roof Excellent performance 
Ideal setup 

Mag-mount on metal roof (vehicle 
or shed) 

Good ground plane 
Works well 
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BARS Club Shirts 

There's a place where BARS members can buy shirts or bring in your own shirts to be printed 

with the BARS logo 

Next Level Printing 

7441 US Hwy 301 South. Suite 113 

Riverview FL 33578  813-290-7446 

Signal Reflection & Absorption 
 
Metal surfaces reflect and absorb radio waves. If the antenna is too close to the roof, it can 

cause: 
Signal distortion or cancellation (standing waves) 
Reduced effective range 
Pattern skewing (uneven coverage) 

Ground Plane Effects 
For vertical antennas (like a ¼-wave whip), the roof can act as a ground plane, which is 

good only if the antenna is designed for it and mounted correctly. 
If it’s not properly isolated or spaced, it can detune the antenna — changing the SWR 

and lowering efficiency. 
==== 
 
Paul A. Passman, WB0BBC 
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Florida State POTA Event - April 17 through April 20 2026 

Paul A. Passman, WB0BBC 

(ppassman@aol.com) 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  

Started in 2017 by a group of amateur radio operators from central Florida who love to get out and operate port-

able in our beautiful state. In 2025, management of the event passed to the Tamiami Amateur Radio Club in 

Venice. This will be a four-day event on April 17-20, 2026. Operating hours are from 1200 UTC to 2359 UTC 

each day (Friday through Monday) with NO overnight operation allowed from 8:00 PM to 7:59 AM local time the 

next morning. There are 174 state parks, trails, and historical sites on the official park list for the event. Full de-

tails and rules can be found on the event website: https://fspota.org 

  

The purpose of the event is to: 

> Promote public awareness of ham radio and Florida’s state park system 

> Contribute to the recognition and appreciation of Florida’s diverse ecology 

> Encourage camaraderie and sportsmanship among Florida’s Amateur Radio Operators, 

> Encourage youth (under 18) participation, and provide a venue for Florida amateurs to get out and enjoy oper-

ating in the great outdoors. 

 

Clubs in Florida are encouraged to begin making plans to participate in the CLUB STATION category. This can 

be a great way to encourage and motivate club members to learn more about Parks on the Air and how to oper-

ate year-round as an individual. If nothing else, club members can get some fresh air and exercise by visiting 

one or more of Florida's great state parks. In 2026, Georgia and Alabama will also be holding their state park on 

the air contests this same weekend. Amateurs everywhere are encouraged to "hunt" for these many park sta-

tions during the contest. 

  

172 Parks, Trails, and Historical Sites to Choose From https://fspota.org or https://parksontheair.com/ 
For More Information: email: info@fspota.org Activate One or Activate Them ALL! 

https://fspota.org/
https://fspota.org/
https://parksontheair.com/
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Caption: Harmonics test with mystery HT 

HT Harmonics    by Jim Moorehead  WF4AC 

 

You've just bought a hand-held ("HT") VHF/UHF radio, congratulations, and now you are trying to learning all 

about its features and how to program it. Have you thought about its harmonics? What? Oh, you know, those 

little "spiky" things some YouTube influencers talk about. Well, come to February's BARS meeting and I'll intro-

duce you to "them little buggers". 

Now why, you say, would you care? We'll talk about that and things like "dB" and "dBm" that are all part of the 

FCC rules you signed off on when you signed your license. Remember? I'll show you how to measure them and 

even provide you with seven examples. We will also talk about FCC certification and attitudes towards compli-

ance.  

I'll even throw in a bonus topic on how to measure a HT "rubber duck" antenna's VSWR! 

So, meet me there on February 12th 2026 19:30, and join the conversation. Perhaps you might learn a little 

more about the hobby into which you have invested a lot of time and money. 

 

See Ya! 
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Listening to 146.52 MHz?  By Paul A. Passman, WB0BBC 

 
I received this from a ham friend in Fort Lauderdale.     
==== 
 Monitoring 146.520 MHz—the National Simplex Calling Frequency (NSCF) for 2 meters in the United 
States—is an important practice for amateur radio operators for several key reasons: 
 
 
1. Emergency Communications 

 146.520 MHz is a commonly known and universally monitored frequency in the amateur radio com-
munity. 

 In an emergency, it's often the first frequency someone will try. 

 Monitoring this channel can allow you to hear distress calls and render assistance or relay information to 
emergency services. 
 
 
2. Standard Calling Channel 

 This is a "meeting place" for hams before moving to another frequency. 

 Just like CB channel 19 or marine VHF channel 16, 146.520 MHz serves as a calling and coordination 
point, especially for simplex (direct, no repeater) communication. 
 
 
3. Encourages Activity 

 When hams monitor 146.520, it promotes more spontaneous QSOs (conversations). 

 New operators may feel more encouraged to reach out when they know others are listening. 
 
 
4. Support for Travelers and Hikers 

 Travelers and outdoor enthusiasts often use 146.520 MHz to reach local operators for directions, local info, 
or help. It’s especially useful in remote areas without repeater coverage. 
 
5. Disaster or Grid-Down Situations 

 In times of widespread failure of infrastructure, 146.520 MHz remains a key method of regional communica-
tion. 

 It’s simplex-based, so doesn’t rely on any infrastructure (repeaters, internet, power grid). 
 
 
 

Best Practices: 

 Monitor silently when possible (e.g., dual-watch). 

 Move to another frequency after initial contact to keep 146.520 open for others. 

 Don’t use it for long ragchews during busy times or events (unless in remote or low-traffic areas). 
 
 
In short, monitoring 146.520 MHz helps build a responsive, prepared, and friendly ham radio community. 
Whether you're traveling, helping in emergencies, or just making casual contacts, it's a key part of good ama-
teur radio practice. 
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Thursday Bagels 

Come ONE, Come ALL! 

We have reactivated the BARS THURSDAY 

MORNING BAGELS event on Thursdays at 9:00 

am! We're meeting at the same location as in the 

past:  

Einstein Brothers Bagels, 660 W. Brandon Blvd 

 

(NE Corner of Kings and 60) 

JOIN US! 

 

BARS Social Events 

BARS members also get together 

each Saturday at 8am at the Recipe 

Box  on Bloomingdale Rd in Brandon.  
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President’s Desk—The final word 

 

Hello BARS Members! 

Welcome to 2026! I hope everyone had a great holiday season and was able to spend some quality time 
with friends and family. I am thankful for those who have stepped forward to take positions on the 
board and to those who have continued their positions. To those who have decided to take a step back 
from theirs, I thank you for your service and hope you will join us again someday! 
As we look forward into 2026, it will seem like we are still a broken record, talking about the repeater 
location all the time. At the core of our mission as an organization, we are a Repeater Club. We are still 
very actively looking for a new site, working several avenues for different locations. There are a lot of 
politics, paperwork, and people involved with every site, with a lot of red tape with each of those 
factors. We were very hopeful that the tower site in Riverview was going to work out, and while we are 
still trying, we hit one of those red tape roadblocks with it. But rest assured, we are still working on it 
and other possibilities. If you know of anyone, if you have any contacts within organizations that may be 
able to help us, please let Tony Stone or myself know so we can explore it. 

 

   

73, 

 

Steve, NS4M 


