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ARES/RACES Training 

Hillsborough ARES/RACES Training and Information Net each Thurs-
day at 7:30 pm  

Hillsborough County ARES/RACES provides emergency communications 

in the Tampa Bay area during a critical event. Please join us for our week-

ly Hillsborough ARES/RACES Information and Training Net on Thursday 

evenings at 7:30 pm on the N1CDO repeater in Tampa. Receive: 440.100 

MHz, Transmit: 445.100 MHz, +5 MHz offset, PL tone 162.2. We feature 

info on ARES activities and upcoming EdVantage training classes. All 

check-ins are welcome! 
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 FREE, weekly, 3-hour Amateur Radio Operating Class on Zoom Beginning April 2nd 

 By Paul A. Passman, WB0BBC 

 

A free, weekly, 3-hour Amateur Radio Operating Class on Zoom will begin on Thursday April 2 and run through June 18.  Sessions 
will be 2 to 3 hours long beginning at 6:30 PM.  EASTERN time.  Typically, two topics are covered per evening.  The presenters will 
be folks very experienced in the various subjects. 
  

A detailed syllabus will be published before the classes begin.  Attend them all, or any that you like, but you must register for the clas-
ses.  To receive registration information, contact Rol Anders, K3RA, at roland.anders@comcast.net.  

  
Subjects will include: 
  
All About Operating--A general Introduction 
Amateur Radio Organizations—Local to International 
Ham Radio Operating Awards 
DXing-History and Tips from the Experts 
QSLing-How to get that needed confirmation for DXCC or WAS 
VHF/UHF Weak Signal Work and “Roving” 
Image Operating—Slow Scan and Fast Scan TV 
Remote Station control over internet 
Learning CW in the no-code era 
Digital Modes—From RTTY to FT8 and beyond 
Contesting—How to get started, tips for the beginner and intermediated contester 
Logging Software—What’s available, how to use 
Propagation—A general intro to HF Propagation with emphasis on the declining phase of the current solar cycle 
Amateur Satellites—How to get started 
Portable (backpacking) operation and POTA—Tips from an expert 
Setting Up a Modern (or not so modern) HF Station 
Lightning Protection and Grounding 
Traffic Handling 

Public Service, Emergency Communications 

Paul A. Passman, WB0BBC 

 

 

 

mailto:roland.anders@comcast.net
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Three Days at Hamcation 2026: Personal Reflections from the Eyes of a New Ham 
 
By Vinnie Ashford, W9SJY 
 
This year’s Hamcation did not disappoint first timers as well as regular attendees, there was something for everyone.  
 
Day One:  
We started out the day at Ham Radio Outlet (HRO) to get an immersive understanding of radios, antennas, cabling and 
other equipment. When we arrived, Ham-daughter KR4FZN was already there having just spent an hour sitting with staff 
learning about radios and some of the digital capabilities. As we entered she announced, ‘there’s my parents’ (W9SJY and 
KE9EER). The staff replied nice to meet you, “she’s got the bug!” She left for Hamcation and we spent time with them 
learning about various radios and the one we thought we would get. While focusing on the radios we were considering, 
another one caught our eye that had not been on our radar so we spent time understanding it too. More perplexed than 
ever, we left HRO mid-day for Hamcation, knowing we would leave Hamcation on day 3 with everything necessary to set 
up our ham shack.  
 
Immediately impressed upon arrival, my overall observation was Hamcation was well done from parking, entrance, golf 
carts transports, and layout. Walking through the environment looked immensely fun. We were surprised by the physical 
size of Hamcation and quickly learned about the massive campers/parks-on-the-air area, equipment vendors, on-site test-
ing, food vendors, ham vendors, educational classes/hands-on workshops/meeting sessions info boards, the make a on air 
contact booth, ham clubs/organizations, and hang-out areas inside and outside. Everyone was so inviting, warm, friendly, 
helpful and encouraging.  
 
To get a better understanding of what was there we quickly wandered through the first building went across to quickly scan 
what was in building two. Once we finished, we called 4FZN to find out where to meet her. She had spent most of her time 
talking with several owners/creators learning about their digital products and was wrapping up that last conversation.  
 
The rest of the afternoon entailed walking through the vendor halls learning about niche tiny radios, digital ham equipment 
and software tools, antennas, and accessories. Most impressive was the variety of ham radio manufacturers, suppliers, 
and related tech vendors’ products. 
 
We bumped into several BARS club members throughout our three days (pictures attached). We learned one of our mem-
bers had taken and passed his General license exam, YEA! They were setup in the camping area and invited us over meet 
the rest of their family and POTA friends.  
 
The huge camping trailer area was amazing!!  
Everyone had extremely high antennas, erected as far as my eyes could see in every direction, outside their trailers/motor 
homes/tents resembling Field Day times 100. There were 70+ POTA and YouTube channel folks gathered in ham/POTA 
fellowship. We were introduced around, and were surprised to meet folks that I had seen some of their YouTube shows 
that had covered ‘how to make your own…’ type of things. We had great conversations, and as a still new ham learned so 
much. Knowing other BARS members were in the area we were unsuccessful in locating any of them. 



4  

 
Day Two:  
Grabbed Coffee, and headed straight to Hamcation. Saturday did not disappoint, having the largest crowds of the three days. We 
headed for the three major base station radio manufacturers equipment booths. The funniest thing for us was walking up to 
booths and before saying anything hearing them say, “we met your daughter!” We’d reply, ‘uh how do you know’ and they’d start 
with you have two grandsons and other personal detail or stories. The third time this happened we just rolled with it. The national 
reps in all of the vendors were very helpful and we had to fight not being confused and definitely felt, I want that one too a lot. So 
additional radios are probably in our future for some specialized transmission applications.  
 
The number of different antenna offerings were almost confusing without even factoring in HOA restrictions. (We’ve got a lot to 
learn there, one of the vendors was able to explain in English the concepts related to the antenna formula Ron just jotted down 
from top of head during the January Field Day). We’re hoping the antenna we got will let us talk near and very far. As a new Ham 
talking with many of the antenna booths, I’m finally comprehending how antennas seem to be the most component in transmis-
sions. Most surprising was there was an antenna vendor that will even erect tower structure antennas.  

 
Outside we had ordered lunch from the selection of vendors and sat and ate with hams from several different states. Everyone 
was so friendly and it was great rag chewing in person with all of them. The food was really great. 
 
After checking the session schedule we took a golf cart to the other end of the very large grounds to the massive outdoor cov-
ered pavilion structure. Three covered session rooms were setup as well as one open air session set up at the far corner of the 
massive covered pavilion. A wide variety of topics lectures, meetings, how to, and ‘build it here’ sessions were held.  
 
Friday had sessions mostly focused on important ham radio topics such as Lightening Protection, Getting Started, Kit Building, 
DX Contesting, POTA, Antennas, specific radio vendor updates, ham radio components, and vendor specific device info ses-
sions. 
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KR4FZN was just there for the day so she left for Tampa. Exhausted we went for dinner, then back to the hotel to review 
all the information we had collected. Since there was so much to do we needed to develop a strategy for the next day giv-
en the radio decisions we still needed to close in on. We decided it would be best to explore the major radio manufactur-
er’s booths, attend several of the meetings and educational sessions, and order new hats and magnetic badges (“new” 
ham stuff). Moreover our goal was to end the day with the acquisition our ham radio, antenna and equipment.  
 
Our afternoon arrival in the area, Saturday’s sessions of interest included Hamvention update, ARRL ARRL members fo-
rum, Florida’s SARNET, Operating from your phone, Youth session, and sessions from several authors covering ‘how to’ 
from their books. Several hands on instructional sessions where you could make an antenna, or home brewing other com-
ponents were all over capacity both Friday and Saturday. 
 
I elected to attend the ARRL forum where the ARRL president and regional head 
gave a state of membership and the organization and emphasized the im-
portance of getting young people involved and growing the Amateur Radio hob-
by. I next attempted to attend the Building Portable Antennas by author Salty 
Walt but the overflow crowd was extended outside its venue where it was impos-
sible to see the overheads and hear so I moved to the Tech Tips for New Opera-
tors: 20 Tips in 30 Minutes where the author was on tip 6 of 20. He displayed ex-
hibits and explained the home brew items that new hams could do, use or make.  
We ended the day at the HRO booth and consummated our purchases. Then we 
found one of the personalized ham gear vendors and ordered new hats and 
name tags for next day pickup.  
 
 
 

 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARRL Update with National President and Regional Officers: (Left to right). Donald Gelinas N4NB,  David Minster N2AA, 
Vinnie Ashford W9SJY, Rick Roderick K5UR 
 
 
Day Three:  
As vendors started to pack up, we made one last pass through the two buildings purchasing new antennas for our HTs. 
We also caught a last day sale for a lighted Call Sign logo pins. Everyone then gathered for the final raffle drawing. As we 
sat waiting for the drawing we chatted with others reflecting about ham radio and Hamcation. Several of our BARS mem-
bers won prizes. Then Hamcation was over.  
 
 
To summarize, Hamcation exceeded our perceptions of what we expected, we loved it and hope to continue to connect 
(on the air) with the folks we met. In the end, we finally honed in acquiring all of the equipment we needed for our ham 
shack, and left Hamcation Sunday afternoon wanting more of what HamFest events have to offer. As we walked back to 
the parking lot we were wondering, ‘are there nonstop flights to Huntsville and Dayton’? 
 
73, ——Vinnie —W9SJY 



6  

Florida State POTA Event - April 17 through April 20 2026 

Paul A. Passman, WB0BBC 

(ppassman@aol.com) 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  

Started in 2017 by a group of amateur radio operators from central Florida who love to get out and operate portable in our 

beautiful state. In 2025, management of the event passed to the Tamiami Amateur Radio Club in Venice. This will be a four

-day event on April 17-20, 2026. Operating hours are from 1200 UTC to 2359 UTC each day (Friday through Monday) with 

NO overnight operation allowed from 8:00 PM to 7:59 AM local time the next morning. There are 174 state parks, trails, 

and historical sites on the official park list for the event. Full details and rules can be found on the event website: https://

fspota.org 

  

The purpose of the event is to: 

> Promote public awareness of ham radio and Florida’s state park system 

> Contribute to the recognition and appreciation of Florida’s diverse ecology 

> Encourage camaraderie and sportsmanship among Florida’s Amateur Radio Operators, 

> Encourage youth (under 18) participation, and provide a venue for Florida amateurs to get out and enjoy operating in the 

great outdoors. 

 

 

Clubs in Florida are encouraged to begin making plans to participate in the CLUB STATION category. This can be a great 

way to encourage and motivate club members to learn more about Parks on the Air and how to operate year-round as an 

individual. If nothing else, club members can get some fresh air and exercise by visiting one or more of Florida's great state 

parks. In 2026, Georgia and Alabama will also be holding their state park on the air contests this same weekend. Amateurs 

everywhere are encouraged to "hunt" for these many park stations during the contest. 

  

 

172 Parks, Trails, and Historical Sites to Choose From https://fspota.org or https://parksontheair.com/ 
For More Information: email: info@fspota.org Activate One or Activate Them ALL! 

https://fspota.org/
https://fspota.org/
https://fspota.org/
https://parksontheair.com/
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Field Day Prep 

  Field day will be held at the Church of the Redeemer, 27 June 2026. BARS will have the club banner mounted in front.  

A hamburger/hotdog lunch will be held for people setting up radio sites or helping out. BARS will be holding an evening ca-

tered dinner for all club members at 18:00.  

The initial plan this year will be setting up specific stations to work different bands.  Each station can be manned on a shift 

schedule. This will cut down on a duplication of effort and (hopefully) increase the number of event contacts this year.    

Possible stations we can expect to cover would be:  

SSB (Phone), Digital, CW.  Additionally, GOTA (Get On The Air), QRP, 6-meter and Satellite  are planned to be onsite.  

 Multiple rooms are available with window access to run coax cables through.  There are open fields on the side and back of 

the church for antennas and radios to operate inside or outside the Church Annex building. Stations will be assigned an ar-

ea in or around the building ahead of time for each Station mode to be operated during Field day.  Equipment and setup 

crews will be arranged with Karen for each operation type.   

The club has purchased a license for the logging software. Operators have a choice to do computer or paper logging. 

Field Day operating starts at 2pm or 14:00 local time. Members without equipment are encouraged to operate at any of the 

stations setup during Field Day and make contacts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BARS must be cleared out of the Church of the Redeemer by 10pm or 22:00 

Saturday night. Members have the option to continue to operate from home dur-

ing the remainder of Field Day. 
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BARS QRP Radios Demo  by Jim StocksKK4CWO 

 

 During the Thursday night BARS monthly meeting for April 2026, we had Jim Moorehead (WF4AC) and Rodney Clark 

(KC4MMR) do a session on QRP radios.  

What is QRP? QRP is the use of reduced power small portable radios for making contacts either through voice, CW or digital 

methods. using a little transmitting power as possible. Jim and Rod was able to show that using QRP radios is not expensive 

and can have a small footprint when it comes to equipment. Some of the QRP setup that was shown can be done for as little as 

$200. Many of the radios, tuners and S-meters can be found on Amazon as a complete item or as a kit which is less expensive. 

These radios can be programmed, modified and upgrades as they are SDR kits. Several of these rigs use Arduino for it's inter-

nals. 

 

 Some of the radio displayed were: QRP Labs QDX which does FT-8 as a $69 kit 
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¢ƘŜ όtr)uSDX, this can be found on Amazon for $120 which dose SSB, CW and digital modes. 

HF Signals zBitx, this QRP rig uses a Raspberry Pi4 for the internals, FT-8 is built in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The uSDR+ Red Corner, another shown with a built in speaker. And the Nextion Touch Screen SDR. 

Many of the SDR based QRP radios come with a built in speaker and microphone, The quality of both is poor and it's recom-

mended to use a plug in speaker and mic for improved sound and quality. Other accessories for QRP radios are Amplifiers, 

speaker cases, microphones and headsets. Some of the SDR kits and support upgraded LCD display screens. Some radios may 

have an HDMI out port allowing use of a monitor for better display. 
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Newer Automobile's use an Engine Control Module (ECM)  

Provided by Paul Passman  

Over the past few weeks, I have been experiencing a difficult time transmitting on my Yaesu FTM500DR without the screen going black and 

the voltage dropping to around 10.5v +/- output. The normal voltage when I start my car in the morning is 12.8+/- volts on the Paradan radio 

Power Strip-4. 

 In the last two weeks, I installed a new mobile GMRS radio in the vehicle, and that draw appears to show 10-12 amps when transmitting, 

and according to the GMRS manual, this is normal for that radio.  Now, if I turn off the FTM500DR, or any 1 radio, my volts do increase, but 

only to 12.6v +/-.  The meter I have on the floor shows me that the volts appear to stay constant at 12.6v +/- even when I am driving around 

town or on I95 at 70+ MPH.  I even drove to Orlando and back and could not get the voltage to increase to 14.0-14.4 volts, unless I took my 

foot off the accelerator while driving.  

What I need is to be able to transmit without causing the FTM500DR from blacking out on me, and I need about 14.0-14.4 consistent volts 

from my vehicle, which is what I believe the car was doing prior to our two cold snaps. So, what is going on here?   

 Have you noticed your modern-day car only putting out 12.6v +/- on average, and very seldom a 13.8-14.4v output?  Well, hang with me for 

a little bit. 

I had about enough frustration with the low voltage for a week and not being able to transmit on my Amateur Radio or my new GMRS radio.  I 

figured the car is 2 ½ years old, and maybe it is the battery.  So, I decided to check the battery & alternator at the local Advanced Auto Parts 

store and see if I have a bad battery or alternator.  The battery test revealed the battery entering the red zone, and the alternator was fine.  

So, I decided to drop $300 on a new battery.  I was driving to Hamcation the next day, so I didn’t want to drive on a bad battery.  Whoo Hoo! 

That should have solved the issue. “Maybe my young Skywalker!”  

As I drove home from Advanced Auto Parts, the battery showed 13.8v.  Not bad! I figured that was better than 10-12 volts, and I was able to 

check in on the traffic net without the radio cutting off.  “Success is mine, I thought!” 

However, when I went to work Monday morning, I noticed the Paradan Radio Power Strip-4 showed battery voltage at 12.6v on the meter. 

“Darn! Did the battery drain overnight? UGH! “ 

On the drive to work, the voltmeter would increase volts when I stepped off the gas, but decrease volts down to 12.3 when I accelerated. 

“This is strange behavior.”  It should be charging the battery when I am accelerating, not decreasing. 

 Later in the afternoon, I decided to reach out to my fellow club member/Elmer Mike Sam (KN4ZW).  He advised me to purchase a voltage 

meter (an inexpensive one at ACE hardware and test the battery voltage with and without the car on.  I measured the voltage, and it ap-

peared to show 12.6v on the battery with the engine on and with the car turned off. So, something is definitely strange.  I even accelerated 

when the engine was on, and it still didn’t budge the needle. 

 Now, it is time to take the car to the dreaded dealership for their expertise.   

I took the car to the dealership, and it was diagnosed by the expert technicians who determined that the alternator was not properly plugged 

in and the battery cage was not properly secured to the automobile.  “Unbelievable!! How did I miss that major piece of automobile hardware 

when I was measuring the battery voltage?”  

As I drove away, the car appeared to be measuring 14.0v on the meter; perhaps the tech was right.  But alas, when I began the drive down 

the road with the A/C blowing some nice cool air on me and the meter showing 14.0v.  I decided to turn off the A/C because it was getting a 

little on the cold side.  Then it happened, I noticed the voltage began to drop to a comfortable 12.6v.  WTF! I thought to myself.  I jumped on 

the mic for a quick test on the 146.520, and the FTM500DR cut off, and the meter showed my battery putting out 10.8 volts. (This is when I 

started to scream)   

 Now that I am on my third week, it’s time to ask Google for help.  Here is what Google told me:  

In a 2023 Kia, a reading of 12.5 volts while the engine is running is often normal due to modern "smart charging" systems. Unlike older cars 

that maintained a constant 14.4 volts, newer Kias use an Engine Control Module (ECM) to vary alternator output to save fuel and extend bat-

tery life. Why 12.5V is Often Normal: 
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• Smart Charging Strategy: If your battery is already fully charged and there is a low electrical load, the ECM may "de-excite" 

the alternator, allowing the system to run primarily off the battery. This reduces engine drag and improves fuel economy.• Vari-

able Voltage: The system typically fluctuates between 12.5V and 14.7V based on real-time needs. 

• Load Sensitivity: You will likely see the voltage jump to 14V+ immediately if you turn on high-draw accessories like the head-

lights, AC, or rear defroster. When to Be Concerned: While 12.5V can be normal, you should investigate further if: 

• The Voltage Never Increases: If the voltage stays at 12.5V even after turning on the headlights and AC, the alternator may 

not be responding to the load. 

• Warning Lights: A "Check Charging System" warning or a battery icon on your dash indicates a genuine fault. 

• Battery Health: If your 12.5V reading is taken when the engine is off (resting voltage), it indicates a healthy, nearly full 

charge. However, if it drops below 12.0V while running, the alternator is likely failing. Quick Tests You Can Do 

 1. The Headlight Test: With the engine running, turn on your headlights. If the voltage jumps to 13.5V–14.5V, your smart 

charging system is working correctly. 

2. Terminal Check: Ensure your battery terminals are tight and free of corrosion, as even slight oxidation can cause a voltage 

drop. 

3. Professional Scan: Visit a local AutoZone or O'Reilly Auto Parts for a free charging system test to verify the alternator's 

health under load. To increase the voltage output on your 2023 Kia for a "smart charging" verification, you must trick the En-

gine Control Module (ECM) into believing there is a high electrical demand. This forces the alternator out of its fuel-saving "low

-output" mode (12.5V) and into "charging" mode (13.5V–14.7V). 

 Here seems to be the Ahh Ahaa moment.  While at work, I followed the instructions above to see if the voltage would in-

crease.  First, I measured the voltage with the car turned off and no accessories on. It measured 12.6v.  Then I turned the car 

on and let it idle.  It measured 12.5v on the Paradan Meter.  Then I made my move, I forced an increase in power by revving 

the engine at 2,000 RPM, turned “ON” the headlights, not just put the lights on “AUTO”.  Then I turned on the A/C to high.  No 

radios turned on.  The meter read 14.2 +/- volts.   

  Now, to be sure that was the answer, I turned off the headlights and turned off the A/C.  The Volts began to slowly drop to 

13.6v on the meter, and I am sure if I waited long enough, it would have gone down to 12.6v (I will check it in the am). 

I ran the test again while I was driving on I95.  I watched the meter as I turned on both radios and looked at the meter with 

headlights off and A/C off.  The meter was showing about 12.6v +/-.  Then, I turned “ON” the headlights and turned “ON” the 

A/C to medium air.  I’d be damn the voltage went up to 13.8v.  I drove for a while looking for any changes, but none were ob-

served. Then, I turned off the radios, and the Paradan Meter showed an increase to 14.2v +/-. 

So, in my observation, if you have a modern-day automobile chances are good that you have a “Smart Charging Strategy/

Engine Control Module (ECM)” within your car and if you are experiencing your car not allowing you to produce 13.8-14.4 volts 

you can try the above method to see if your automobile is preventing you from achieving your optimum voltage.  So, why did 

the meter show 14 volts sometimes and 13, 12 volts at all other times?  The simple answer is that at night, I used the head-

lights, and prior to the cold spells, I was using both headlights and A/C to stay cool on my drives.  When we had the cold spell, 

I didn’t use the A/C and I never really used the headlights on “ON”; they were always on “AUTO” but when they came on that 

must have helped to boost a little voltage but it never stayed high and dropped off as I accelerated (that part made no sense to 

me). 

I certainly welcome your questions, comments, or your own experience with your automobile's radio voltage issues. 

 -73 

David S. Pomerantz, KO4DKN, The Palmetto Amateur Radio Club  



12  

GOOD INFO ON EFLW ANTENNAS     
 
  By Tony Stone, W4TAS 
 
Non-resonant, end-fed off-center operation with a 9:1 unun and a coax-braid counterpoise. Place the feed-line 
choke at the specified distance to “tap” ~400–500 ɋ so your tuner only does light touch-up. 
An EFLW behaves like an end-fed OCF dipole where the coax braid acts as the other leg. The wire is deliber-
ately non-resonant. The 9:1 unun brings the impedance closer to tuner-friendly range, and the choke posi-
tion (measured from the unun) sets the effective OCF tap near 400–500 ɋ. Do not ground the side stud or the 
coax braid. Vertical or horizontal bends are fine—tree-to-tree, around corners, or as an inverted-L. 
Minimal-tuner method: Leave the wire length fixed. Install the choke at the recommended distance, then slide the 
choke ±1–5 ft to move SWR dips onto your bands. Add a second SOFLC in series for stronger isolation on 80/160 
m if needed. 
41 ft • choke ~16 ft71 ft • choke ~42–50 ft111 ft • choke ~37 ft155 ft • choke ~95 ft173 ft • choke ~80 ft 
EFLW – Compact (41 ft, 71 ft) 

9:1 ununChoke @ 16–50 ftCoax braid counterpoise 
Small-lot & portable. Start with 16 ft (41 ft wire) or ~42–50 ft (71 ft wire) choke distance; slide slightly to trim SWR. 
Bends okay. 
View EFLW ListingHelpful Guides 
EFLW – General Purpose (111 ft, 155 ft) 

Choke @ 37–95 ft100 ft coax for 160 mInverted-L friendly 
111 ft → choke ~37 ft. 155 ft → choke ~95 ft (70–95 workable). Use 100 ft coax when targeting 160 m. 
View EFLW ListingHelpful Guides 
EFLW – Extended (173 ft) 

Choke @ ~80 ft160–6 m with ATUAdd 2nd SOFLC if needed 
Large lots/acreage. Start choke at ~80 ft; adjust for lowest SWR on low bands. Bends & tree-to-tree runs work 
great. 
View EFLW ListingHelpful Guides 
 
Wire Lengths, Choke Placements & Minimum Coax                   
             

Which length should I choose? 

Pick your yard size and start with the suggested wire + choke distance. You can bend the wire vertically or horizon-
tally to fit trees and structures. Click on size arrow to see options. 

 

 

 

Wire Length 
Start Choke Distance 
(from 9:1) 

Minimum Coax 
Typical Bands (light 
ATU) 

Notes 

41 ft ~16 ft 25 ft+ 40–6 m 
Slide choke ±2–4 ft to 
trim SWR 

71 ft ~42–50 ft 50 ft+ 80–6 m 42 ft often helps 80 m 

111 ft ~37 ft 50 ft+ 80–6 m Great all-rounder 

155 ft ~95 ft (70–95 workable) 100 ft (160 m) 160–6 m 
Consider 2× SOFLC for 
80/160 m 

173 ft ~80 ft 100 ft (160 m) 160–6 m Strong low-band reach 

https://palomar-engineers.com/antenna-products/Bullet-End-Fed-Antenna-System-with-9-1-Matching-Unit-Antenna-Wire-Feed-line-Choke-100-500-1500-5000-Watt-41-71-111-155-173-Options-FREE-USA-Shipping-p515108786
https://palomar-engineers.com/ferrite-application-experts-2/RF-Detectors-c190188684
https://palomar-engineers.com/antenna-products/Bullet-End-Fed-Antenna-System-with-9-1-Matching-Unit-Antenna-Wire-Feed-line-Choke-100-500-1500-5000-Watt-41-71-111-155-173-Options-FREE-USA-Shipping-p515108786
https://palomar-engineers.com/ferrite-application-experts-2/RF-Detectors-c190188684
https://palomar-engineers.com/antenna-products/Bullet-End-Fed-Antenna-System-with-9-1-Matching-Unit-Antenna-Wire-Feed-line-Choke-100-500-1500-5000-Watt-41-71-111-155-173-Options-FREE-USA-Shipping-p515108786
https://palomar-engineers.com/ferrite-application-experts-2/RF-Detectors-c190188684


13  

Ham Radio Fort Myers Field Day | Testing emergency communications, óWhen all else failsô 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fort Myers Amateur Radio Club invites community leadership, homeowners associations, and the general public to 
witness a demonstration of vital emergency communications during Winter Field Day 2026. This special event will take 
place on Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 24 and 25, at the North Fort Myers Community Park, located at 2000 Recreation Park 
Way, North Fort Myers. 
 
Winter Field Day is more than just a hobbyist gathering; it is a critical emergency communications exercise. At its heart, 
the event is about sharpening the ability to stay on the air during the unique ‘curveballs’ of a Florida winter. While we may 
not face snow, our operators must contend with rapid humidity shifts, coastal salt air interference, and the sudden, intense 
weather fronts that can move across the peninsula. These conditions provide the perfect environment to test equipment 
resilience and prove that we can maintain a lifeline for the community regardless of what Mother Nature sends our way. 
 
Event highlights for the public 
The primary purpose of Field Day is to test the ability of “ham” radio operators to quickly deploy and operate in emergen-
cies, such as natural disasters that disrupt regular communication channels.  
 
Visitors to the North Fort Myers Community Park will have the opportunity to: 
 
 See Rapid Deployment: Watch as operators set up field stations, including complex antennas and equipment, 

in a temporary environment. 
 Experience Global Connectivity: Observe live worldwide contacts being made through Morse code, digital sig-

nals, and voice. 
 Get Hands-On: The public is invited to pick up the microphone and make contacts themselves to experience 

the thrill of radio. 
 Learn Self-Sufficiency: Discover how hams operate 100% on alternative power sources, such as batteries, so-

lar, and generators, ensuring communication remains active even if the power grid fails.  
 
Why it matters to community leaders and HOAs 
In an era where digital infrastructure is vulnerable to storms and cyber threats, amateur radio remains the “last means of 
communication when all else fails”. Local leadership and HOA representatives are encouraged to attend to see how these 
skilled operators can provide a lifeline for the Fort Myers community during real-world emergencies. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/2000+N+Recreation+Park+Way,+North+Fort+Myers,+FL+33903/@26.6883971,-81.8882008,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88db4241fefc692f:0x4c56df9bc14b67de!8m2!3d26.6883971!4d-81.8882008!16s%2Fg%2F11cncp7tl6?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDExM
https://www.google.com/maps/place/2000+N+Recreation+Park+Way,+North+Fort+Myers,+FL+33903/@26.6883971,-81.8882008,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88db4241fefc692f:0x4c56df9bc14b67de!8m2!3d26.6883971!4d-81.8882008!16s%2Fg%2F11cncp7tl6?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDExM
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Event schedule 
• Saturday, Jan. 24: Operations begin at 11 a.m. EST (1600 UTC). 
• Sunday, Jan. 25: Operations continue through 1 p.m. EST (1800 UTC). 
 
The Fort Myers Amateur Radio Club is proud to participate in this national “Operating Event” to prove that no matter what 
Mother Nature sends our way, we can stay on the air. 
 
 
Established in 1957, the Fort Myers Amateur Radio Club, Inc. has been dedicated to fostering camaraderie among individuals 
with a shared passion for Amateur Radio. With a commitment to facilitating the exchange of information, promoting electronics 
and amateur radio knowledge, advocating for good radio operating practices, and advancing the art of Amateur Radio, the club 
strives to create a vibrant community. Additionally, the club actively sponsors and promotes various activities related to ama-
teur radio, provides crucial public service during emergencies and actively engages in other community initiatives. FMARC is 
affiliated with and sponsored by the American Radio Relay League, which is the national association for amateur radio, con-
necting hams around the U.S. with news, information, and resources. 
 
For more information about the Fort Myers Amateur Radio Club, please visit 
fmarc.net, fieldday@fmarc.net, or Winter Field Day at winterfieldday.org.  

Provided by:  Paul Passman  
 
 
Be gone pesky radials! 
 
 Great article on dealing with radial wires 
 
https://hamradiooutsidethebox.ca/2026/03/11/be-gone-pesky-radials/ 

 

https://www.fmarc.net
mailto:fieldday@fmarc.net
https://winterfieldday.org
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Thursday Bagels 

Come ONE, Come ALL! 

We have reactivated the BARS THURSDAY 

MORNING BAGELS event on Thursdays at 9:00 

am! We're meeting at the same location as in the 

past:  

Einstein Brothers Bagels, 660 W. Brandon Blvd 

 

(NE Corner of Kings and 60) 

JOIN US! 

 

BARS Social Events 

BARS members also get together each 

Saturday at 8am at the Recipe Box  on 

Bloomingdale Rd in Brandon.  
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪτ¢ƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ǿƻǊŘ 

 

Hello BARS Members! 

As an article in this newsletter shows, at our April meeting we had Jim Moorehead (WF4AC) and Rod 
Clark (KC4MMR) team up to do a fantastic presentation on QRP and brought all kinds of cool gear. We 
really need more members to volunteer to do more presentations like that. I believe the members in 
attendance really enjoyed it and got a lot of out of it. Some members even brought their gear in to 
show as well. Well done Jim and Rod! 
 

Also at that meeting I had the great honor of presenting Jim with Lifetime Membership after the society 
voted to approve it. Lifetime membership a great honor that can be bestowed on any member by the 
request of any member but it has to be for really good reasons. Jim, and all of the other lifetime 
recipients all had really good reasons to receive the award. It’s not just so that they don’t have to pay 
their annual dues anymore, its much more than that. Haven’t received yours yet and you have 
contributed a lot to the Society? Don’t fret, someone just may be writing up the email now, you never 
know. However, keep in mind, that for every person that does get the Lifetime Member award, that is 
one less dues paying member. So, while we would absolutely love to give free membership to everyone 
(think Oprah - you get a membership, and you get a membership), bills still need to be paid, so we can’t 
give it to everyone, but we would certainly love to! 

 

   

73, 

 

Steve, NS4M 


